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“Factoids” in biographical texts

Lü Zuqian, whose style name was Bogong, was a grandson of the 
Right Assistant Director to the Imperial Secretary Haowen. His 
family had lived in Wuzhou since his grandfather's generation. The 
learning of Zuqian was based on family [tradition], and embodied 
the textual transmission from the Central Plain. When he grew up, 
Zuqian studied with Lin Zhiqi, Wang Yingchen, and Hu Xian
respectively. Then he also befriended Zhang Shi and Zhu Xi, and 
his explication and inquiry became more sophisticated.

First he obtained official rank by way of the protection privilege. 
But later he obtained his Jinshi degree and also passed the special 
decree examination for "Erudite Learning and Exceptional Literary 
Composition." Then he was appointed to the School for the 
Imperial Clan in the Southern Outer Office. During the mourning 
period for his mother, when he stayed in Mt. Mingzhao (in Wuyi), 
literati from all directions raced there. He was appointed Erudite 
in the National University.
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1. Basic Biography: name, gender, dates (relationship to time)

2. Biography Addresses  (relationship with places)

3. Alternate Names  (relationship to names of different kinds)

4. Writings (relationship to learning)

5. Postings (relationship with government)

6. Mode of Entry into Government

7. Kinship (kin relationships with others)

8. Associations (non-kin relationships to others)

9. Social Status (relationship with modes of social 
distinctiveness)

10. Possessions (relationship to property as giver and receiver)

11. Events (participation in events)

������
������
���	���



��	�����
���





���
�����
	����



9


	���������



����������

年号
年号代
� 任期 年份 地名 地名代� 官名 官名代�

至元 623 18 1281 �� 18340 �� 841

	�
��������� Named Entity Recognition (NER)
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The China Biographical Database 
– from anecdote to data to knowledge
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Name

��
Dates 

��
Offices

��
Associations

��� 

Sima Guang

�*

1019-

1086

(1) 1059 ���
( Budget 

Auditor; (2) 

1085 &��%
Executive of the 

Chancellery; (3) 

1086 ���

&��% Left 

Executive, Dept 

of Ministries 

[….]

(1) Yuanyou coalition member 

(	��); (2) An Dun ��
Desires opposed by; (3) Chao 

Buzhi�$� Sacrificial prayer 

written by; (4) Chen Jian '#
Sacrificial prayer written for; (5) 

Chen Min '� Honored by; (6) 

Cheng Yi �) Recommended; 

(7) Ding Du �� Sacrificial 

prayer written for; (8) Fan Chunli

"!� Patron of;  [….]

A Subset of the Data on Sima Guang:
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Name �� Dates 
�
Sima Guang ��� 1019-1086

Person �� Posting Date 
��
�

Office Title 	�

Sima Guang ��� 1059 ���� Budget Auditor

Sima Guang ��� 1085 ���� Executive of the Chancellery

Sima Guang ��� 1086 ���
���� Left Executive, Dept of Ministries

Person �� Association Type ���� Associate 
����
Sima Guang ��� Yuanyou member (��	) (not applicable)

Sima Guang ��� Desires opposed by An Dun 
�

Sima Guang ��� Sacrificial prayer written by Chao Buzhi���

Sima Guang ��� Patron of Fan Chunli���

Sima Guang ��� Sacrificial prayer written for Ding Du ��
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Name �� Dates 
�
Sima Guang 
�� 1019-1086

Person �� Posting Date 
��
�

Office Title 	�

Sima Guang 
�� 1059 ��	� Budget Auditor
Sima Guang 
�� 1085 ���� Executive of the Chancellery
Sima Guang 
�� 1086 
������� Left Executive, Dept of Ministries

Person �� Association Type ���� Associate 
����
Sima Guang 
�� Yuanyou member (���) (not applicable)
Sima Guang 
�� Desires opposed by An Dun ��
Sima Guang 
�� Sacrificial prayer written by Chao Buzhi ���
Sima Guang 
�� Patron of Fan Chunli ���
Sima Guang 
�� Sacrificial prayer written for Ding Du ��



(1) Biographical data are coded and stored in tables.
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• BIOG_MAIN
• Biography Addresses 
• Alternate Names
• Writings
• Postings
• Mode of Entry into Government
• Kinship
• Associations
• Social Status
• Possessions
• Events

• ����
• ����
• �
��
• ����
• ����
• ����
• ����
• ��	���
• ���
��
• ����
• ����



BIOG ADDR

�

Person ID
Addr Type ID
Place ID,
etc

POSTINGS
�


Person ID
Postings ID
Office ID
Start Date
End Date,
etc

SOCIAL STATUS
����

Person ID
Status ID,
etc

BIOG_MAIN
����

Person ID
Name
��
Born
Died
Index Year
Choronym ID
Dynasty ID,
Etc

ASSOCIATIONS
����

Person ID
Assoc Relation ID
Associate ID,
etc

ALT NAMES
�	

Person ID
Name Type ID
Alt Name, 
etc

KINSHIP
��

Person ID
Kin Relation ID
Kin ID,
etc

ENTRY
��

Person ID
Entry ID
Year,
etc

WRITINGS
��

Person ID
Text ID,
etc

POST ADDR
�



Postings ID
Place ID,
etc

Data tables are 
linked to each 
other via Person 
IDs.
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Sima(1) Guang���. 1019-1086.

Offices
1059 ���� Budget Auditor
1085 ����

Executive of the Chancellery
1086 ��
�����

Left Executive, Dept of Ministries
PlacesBasic Affiliation

Yongxing �
�

, 

Shan �
,

Xia Xian 

�

0-0

Alternate Names
Junshi	� Capping Name 

Wenzheng Gong ��� Posthumous Name 
Sushui Xiansheng���� Other 

Yufu�� Style Name 
Yusou�� Style Name

Entry
�
�

:
�

yin �
�

jinshi

Employment
1 office: finance 
2 office: state council
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The China Biographical Database 
– from anecdote to data to knowledge
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Prosopography�������
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(l. stone, � Prosopography "�, �� f. gilbert � s. grabard��, ��	��
�� (
�, 1972�)





Period Number
Tang 56432

5 Dynasties 1889
Song 47071
Liao 318

Jin 275
Yuan 19886
Ming 150585
Qing 37848

Minguo 3215
Other 20000



Cumulative Spatial Distribution of a Representative Sample of 67,000 CBDB Persons 



Age at Death-CBDB data Tang through Qing - 22270 persons
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Chart of the 
Traces of Yu
���
���
100 li
��
����
“Tribute of Yu”
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Engraved in 4th month 
of the 7th year of 
Fuchang (=1136)





from the Army Map Service, ca. 1950/ CHGIS website
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DBMS

3. ������
Data Files

GIS�����



placename

feature type

coordinates

valid date

source note

�����

spatial 
objects

GIS �

32



����: ��
��� (DEM) or “	���”



�	��: 
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������, � x�y (� z) �	
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�	�����, 
����
(1820)
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�� (1820)
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placename

feature type

coordinates

valid date

source note

�����

spatial objects

GIS ��

CHGIS = gazetteer database + GIS layers

39



database spatial datalinked to

points

lines
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1102 CE
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4730 �
�
���, 960-
1126, ��
��	��
1080



�����(960-1126) 	�
in CBDB 

�����(1644-1905)	�in 
CBDB



19th c. “Busy” counties , Ming-Qing Postal Routes, 1990 Railroads



http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~chgis
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Social Network Analysis
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�
������	������, ������
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����	����1050� 1100

Michael A. Fuller
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����	����1200�1250

Michael A. Fuller
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���������	, �1060-1080 
�

2359 
persons out 
of 120,000 
currently in 
CBDB
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Stand-alone CBDB Database in MS Access







http://worldmap.harvard.edu/


